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“Factors of State and Society Collapse in Iraq and Syria with the Fall of the Baath Regimes”

—A Comparative Study—

Researcher: Dr. Mohammad Shahadeh — Lebanon

Summary

This study examines the experience of the Ba ‘ath regimes in Iraq and Syria through an analysis of their ideological
foundations, regional and international relations, and their interaction with domestic society, leading to state collapse
and failed political transitions. It argues that Ba ‘athist ideology oscillated between rigid doctrinal commitments and
pragmatic political calculations, particularly in foreign policy. Iraq adopted an aggressive and expansionist regional
strategy that resulted in prolonged wars, severe international sanctions, and deep isolation, culminating in the sudden
collapse of the regime following the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. In contrast, Syria pursued a more flexible and pragmatic
approach to regional alliances, enabling the regime to maintain relative stability for decades before descending into a
protracted civil war that ultimately led to the fall of the Ba ‘athist system in 2024.

Domestically, both regimes established highly centralized authoritarian systems based on one-party rule, systematic
repression of political pluralism, and extensive reliance on security institutions. These policies eroded state legitimacy
and prevented genuine social integration, leading to the eruption of suppressed ethnic and sectarian tensions, particularly
the Kurdish question in both countries. The study concludes that the collapse of the Ba ‘ath regimes did not result in
successful democratic transitions or the construction of modern, inclusive states. Instead, it exposed the structural
fragility of the nation-state, producing fragmented societies, weak institutions, and prolonged transitional periods marked
by intense external intervention and contested sovereignty.
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